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Community Aviation 

Consultative Group (CACG) 

MEETING MINUTES 
Date: Thursday, 24 March 2022 

Time: 09:00 – 12:00 

Location: Microsoft Teams 
 

Welcome, Attendance and Apologies/Proxies 

Chairman, Ron Brent, opened the meeting at 9:00am and welcomed members and observers to the 
November CACG meeting. The Chairman acknowledged the traditional owners of the various lands on 
which we were meeting, and on the attendees behalf paid respects to the elders past, present and 
emerging. 
 

Refer to attachment 1 for attendance/apologies. 

1. Consideration of Previous Minutes/Action List 

1.1 CACG meeting held 11 November 2021 

The Chair sought feedback from members on the minutes from the 11 November 2021 meeting. 

 

Lindy Smith advised that the PFAS and Airport presentations were not included in the minutes. 

ACTION: Secretariat to add these two items to the minutes prior to Ron’s electronic signature being 

added to the minutes. 

1.2 Action List & Recommendations  

Refer to attachment 2 for full details. 

 

3. Air Quality Monitoring Update  

3.2 Tweed Waterways Report 2021 

Refer to: Storymaps website   

Tom Alleston – from the Tweed Shire Council went over key elements from the Tweed 

Waterways Report 2021. The report is designed for community use (not highly technical) 

and provides a summary overview of the water quality of the Shire. 

o Questions:  

• John Hicks - Questioned the parameters and noted that PFAS is a concern for the 

CACG. He went on to note that it isn’t included on the scorecard and asked how it 

feeds in.  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ce31adf0650d4627be378249873a3e26
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o Tom Alleston - They measure the ambient water quality across the Shire. 

PFAS is a separate requirement, which requires a different monitoring 

system for specific analysis outside of the scope and scale of these works, 

which the TSC isn’t set out to do.  

• John Hicks - Wanted to know how the run-off from the airport into the waterways 

impacts the water quality rating.  

o Tom Alleston - advised if they wanted to really narrow in on the impact of 

the airport they would need to set up a specific program to monitor the 

airport. The program that TSC has is to monitor the entire catchment. 

o Norbert Benton - queried where the Cobaki monitoring sites are, and what 

the rating is.  

o Tom Alleston - advised where the monitoring sites were. Tom noted the 

grade for Cobaki and Terranora was A. Noting that it is a broad catchment 

area. 

• Chris Cherry - noted the parameters of the water quality monitoring program. 

o Tom Alleston - reporting is aimed to be a quick summary to get a general 

idea of the environment. 

 

3.3          Department of Environment & Science (Qld) Presentation 

Refer to Attachment 3 for full details 

Brenda Baddiley acknowledged the traditional owners of the land on which the water 

monitoring program is conducted and then provided a presentation on the Ambient 

Concentrations of PFAS in Queensland 2019-2020. She provided an overview of the online 

portal and the link to the report on the Department's website.  

 
ACTION: Brenda advised she was happy to send the links to Norbert, which Ron also requested. 

Questions: 

• Larry Woodland - referring to a report commissioned from GHD and AsA, asked if the 

presence of PFAS in North Kirra could be included in the DES report and figures. 

o Norbert Benton - noted that that report was provided to DES. Norbert noted that 

it was likely excluded from the report as it is point source as compared to 

ambient levels. Point sources are not reported in this program.  

o Lindy Smith – Sought an understanding of why there are variations between wet 

and dry season reporting.  

• Brenda Baddiley - went through some of the data and tables and discussed 

some of the variations from rain. Brenda noted that conditions at each site 

are very site specific. 

o Lindy Smith - noted this report covers the surface water only. 

o John Hicks - noted the reporting template was very good and could be 

considered as a model for future reporting from Airservices or the Airport. 

o John Hicks noted that a healthy waterways grading is important and he would 

like to see an accessible report using these grading cards coming out of GC 

Airport. The mapping and visuals as per the healthy waterways report would be 

very useful for the Tweed River. 

ACTION: On behalf of the CACG Ron Brent requested that GHD look into options for PFAS reporting 

reflecting the template of reporting from the Qld Department of Environment and Science. 
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2. Airservices Report 

Refer to Attachment 4 for full details 

Prema Lopez, Leanne Costin and Scott Stephens talked through the changes to air traffic movements 
and trends they have seen in since borders re-opened. 

• RNP AR - Smart Tracking  
o Scott Stephens talked to the slide and noted it represents the increase in traffic and 

the fleet mix along with more crew training happening. 
• ILS Usage reports have been provided to the ANACC Chair for distribution 
• Noise Monitor Review  

o Airservices contractor has conducted onsite inspections in the last 4 weeks.  
o Prema Lopez provided the Committee with the next steps for the review process.  

 
• Southern Operations Noise Investigation  

o This report is finalised and from an Airservices perspective, it has been closed out.  
 

Questions:  

• John Hicks – asked if AsA could send through the link to the NAPS for members to 

review. 
o Prema Lopez confirmed they are submitted for inclusion in March and then 

published mid-year. 

• Larry Woodland, Lindy Smith, Julie Murray and Bill Pinkstone all expressed their 

disappointment in the southern operations review. 

 
ACTION: Airservices Australia – to provide its presentation for inclusion with the minutes, and to 
provide the presentation to the previous meeting for inclusion with those minutes. 

• Noise complainants review. 
 

Questions:  

• John Hicks - queried the NCIS process for complainant vs. complaint reporting 

process. 
o Ron Brent - provided context on the complainant vs. complaint approach as that 

was from his time as the ANO. He is happy meet with any members of the Group 

outside the meeting, to explain the process, which does not restrict the 

opportunity to lodge complaints.  

• John Hicks - can the ILS usage report please be provided to CACG members 

immediately after it is provided to the ANACC? 
o Matt Bender - noted that the ANACC Secretariat sent the ILS usage reporting on 

25/02/2022. 
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 2.1 Airservices DSI Update 

Julia Dunne – (Stakeholder Engagement for AsA) provided a brief update on the DSI, including an 
overview of the DSI process. This process will include an extra meeting of the CACG in early 2022 to 
run through the detail prior to commencing field works in June. 

 

 

Questions:  

• Larry Woodland - provided feedback on his thoughts related to the detail from the 

DES update and asked if immediate action was required on the issue of some PFAS 

levels exceeding safe levels (noting the issue was particularly relevant to Kirra Beach. 
o Julia Dunne - noted the data outputs and the fact it might be more relevant to 

discuss with local environmental health. 
o Lindy Smith - queried why the 2021 monitoring was not presented to the CACG 

at the Nov-2021 CACG. 

• Norbert Benton - noted that GCA reviewed the report prior to it being 

issued. Due to timeframes of when it was received, it was likely that it 

wasn't ready for the community at the Nov CACG.  
o Lindy Smith - noted her feedback regarding the monitoring locations and a 

potential error in the detail. 
o Lindy Smith - provided an overview of her concerns with the data and sampling. 

• Ron Brent - noted there was quite a lot of detail in Lindy's overview. It 

might be beneficial for Lindy to summarise her comments in writing for 

GHD/AsA to respond.  

ACTION - Lindy to put her comments into an email to the Committee to add to the minutes. Julia 

also said she hopes to be able to go into the detail to ensure that they are meeting their 

obligations. 

ACTION - AsA and GHD to respond to Lindy's queries. 

• Julia Murray noted that during the extra meeting with the CACG, 

referred to above, it would help to explain the ways GHD are conducting 

the assessment, and the process for endorsement by an external 

independent auditor.  

ACTION - Ron as Chair to follow-up with GHD, AsA and GCA on the issue of the response to any 

PFAS readings above recommended safe levels, especially in relation to Kirra Beach. 

 

4. GCA Update - Airport Developments 

Refer to Attachment 5 for full details 

Jared Feehely provided a general GCA update.  

• February quieter month due to end of school holidays but now seeing numbers start to rise 

to pre-Covid domestic levels. 

• Scoot recommenced flights to Singapore 14 Feb, Perth 16 March. Mid year, looking to 

relaunch Queenstown, Wellington, Christchurch and Launceston flights. 
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• Welcome back NZ - 02 March, reconnecting with family and friends from Auckland/NZ, 

enjoyable moments been witnessed by our community. 

• Flood effects, 28 Feb worst flooding experienced in the last 10-15 years. Airport closed for 18 

hours, 40 flights cancelled, impacting 13,000 passengers. 

o Drainage didn’t fail, it was purely the quantity of water experienced which cut access 

from the runway to the apron. 

o Number of Westpac rescue services were facilitated that day. 

o Tue 1 March, wider airport community pulled together to do a FOD walk and 

mopped up water etc. Fire-fighters hosed down the larger debris left on the runway, 

with only minor damage experienced, with minor pavement issues to be fixed.  

• STE Update: terminal structure now complete. Lendlease working on the inside fit-out. 

o Aerobridges are in the process of being commissioned and activated. 

o Loading dock goods entrance is underway along with the forecourt which will link to 

the Rydges Hotel. 

 

4.1 Gold Coast Airport Master Plan Update 

Refer to Attachment 5 for full details 

Liam Campbell provided members with an update on the Southern Entry project and GCA Master 

Plan Project due in July 2024. 

• Liam Campbell noted work underway with TMR on the heavy and light rail alignment into 
GCA as this will provide a key piece of the ground transport strategy along with precinct.  

• Aiming to have the exposure draft of the Master Plan available for initial review for early 
stakeholder consultation. 

o CACG will be consulted throughout the process. 
 

Questions:  

• John Hicks - Asked for Liam’s commitment to work through the key issues identified in 

the CACG Strategic Work Program. Liam advised workshops would be set up around this. 

• John Hicks - noted his concerns from the community around the light rail. Are passengers 

likely take the light rail from the airport to Surfers Paradise or be more inclined to take 

an Uber? Is there documentation that covers this?  
o Liam Campbell responded to say that GCA is only a stakeholder to the project. 

The Airport’s role is limited to how it works on the airport site, and the access 

from the airport site. The Department of Transport & Main Roads are doing a 

corridor assessment, they haven't done the business case yet, which is likely to 

include the patronage figures. 

5. Emergent Issues 

• Emergent issues were addressed under the other agenda items. 

6. Material Correspondence 

Refer to attachment 6 for material correspondence. 

 

6.1 ANACC Report 

Matthew Bender summarised the last ANACC meeting, 24 Feb 2022.  
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• A first draft of the ANACC Strategic Work Program has been distributed and is awaiting 

feedback from John to finalise the document. 

• QF Freight curfew permit outcome: the Department refused the request for a long term 

curfew movement permit for the Qantas freight flight.  

 

Questions:  

• Lindy Smith - further to the CASA regulations around the landing threshold, requested 

that any relocation of the landing threshold goes through an MDP process. 
o Matthew Bender – noted that GCA will review the legislation and will abide by 

the legislative requirements. 

• Bill Pinkstone - queried what the departure time for the QF Freighter was, and whether it 

would be moved to 22.40, noting the 9 hour crew rest period required by CASA? 

Matthew Bender - confirmed GCA have been told the departure time remains at 

2140, and GCA is not privy to the Qantas arrangements of managing crew rest 

periods. 

• Bill Pinkstone - noted that the community wants the curfew one hour shorter to due to 

daylight savings and will present notice of motion for discussion at the next CACG. 

6.7 - Lindy Smith Agenda Paper for freight 

• Ron Brent went through the paper briefly following which the meeting unanimously 
endorsed the three recommendations in the paper.  

 
 

ACTION - Chair to write to the Minister to present the three recommendations and to provide the  
agenda paper. 
 

• John Hicks - queried what the airport's position was on the recommendations. 
 

ACTION - Airport to provide feedback on its position on the recommendations. 

7. General Business 

7.1 Strategic Work Program for the next meeting 

• Air Quality, Curfew, Master Plan. 
• John Hicks - believes the Master Plan should stay as a standing item on the agenda. 

o Ron Brent - confirmed that that is the intent. 
• Bill Pinkstone - noted that he has forwarded the Southern Operations Noise Investigation 

report on to the ANO. 
• John Hicks acknowledged that he had received the Strategic Work Program from Matthew 

Bender. 
 

7.2 Report provided by Larry Woodland 

• Larry Woodland provided an overview of the paper that he has submitted. 
• Ron Brent provided feedback around some complexity included within this paper that he 

would like to clarify with Larry. Ron Brent also noted that the international community has 
moved away from LAmax modelling to ANEF equivalents. 
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o Ron Brent proposes that as part of his trip to the Gold Coast for the next CACG 
meeting he will meet with Larry to run through some of the detail in the paper to 
clarify some issues prior to it being presented to the full meeting. 
 

ACTION - Ron Brent to catch-up with Larry immediately prior to the next meeting to discuss Larry’s 
paper. 
 

7.3 AFP Update 

Acting Superintendent/Airport Police Commander – Joshua Kinghorn introduced himself to the 

Committee members and gave members an update on AFP activities at GCA.  

Questions:  

• Peter Garrett - Questioned the Defence Department’s flight corridor on the afternoon of 

Tue 22 March. 
o Matt Bender provided an overview of the event noting that they were US Air 

Force F16 aircraft that were undertaking diversion training to Gold Coast 

Airport.  

• Ron Brent noted that the Airforce have a dedicated noise complaint hotline that is 

available to report complaints. 

 

7.4 Next CACG Meeting – Thur 21 July 2022 

• CACG meeting on 21 July aims to be a face-to-face meeting at Rydges Hotel. 
• Noted the Secretariat will be updating the contact lists and contact details prior to the next 

ANACC meeting and Ron requested people confirm their attendance prior to the meeting. 
 

ACTION – Secretariat to update contact lists. 
 
Chair thanked members for their participation before closing the meeting at 12:10pm. 
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Attachment 1: Attendance and Apologies  
Date: Thursday 24 March 2022 

Attendees    

  Ron Brent CACG Chair 

  Jared Feehely Gold Coast Airport 

  Matthew Bender Gold Coast Airport 

  Jodie Fields Secretariat 

 
 Lucy Ardern 

Liam Campbell 

Gold Coast Airport 

Gold Coast Airport 

  Prema Lopez Airservices Australia 

  Lindy Smith Tweed District Residents & Ratepayers Association 

  David Gray Bilinga Neighbourhood Watch 

  Peter Barrett Gold Coast District Neighbourhood Watch 

  Bill Pinkstone Banora Point & District Residents Association 

  Cr Chris Cherry Tweed Shire Council 

  John Hicks Gold Coast Lifestyle Association 

  Julie Murray Kingscliff Ratepayers Association 

  John Sweeny Banora Point & District Residents Association 

  Norbert Benton Gold Coast Airport 

  Larry Woodland Fingal Head Community Association 

  Leanne Costin Airservices Australia 

  Gregory Wyatt QLD Department of Transport & Main Roads 

  Belinda Fenner  

  Melanie Layton GHD 

  Greg Betts  

  Scott Stephens Airservices Australia 

  Julia Dunne Airservices Australia 

  Megan Thomas DITRDC 

 

 Nik Wahi 

Tom Alleston 

Brenda Baddiley 

Joshua Kinghorn 

Jacqui Cord 

Brenda Baddiley 

Janet Goodhew 

Jann Stuckey 

Yasmina Dunbar 

 

DITRDC 

Tweed Shire Council 

Department of Environment and Science 

AFP 

Tweed Shire Council 

Department of Environment & Science 

 

Friends of Currumbin 

On behalf of Laura Gerber 

 

Apologies    

  Allan Morris Southern Cross University 

  Giu Lohmann Griffith University 

  Glyn Lewis Australian Federal Police 

  Keiran Pehm ANO 

  Laura Gerber QLD Parliament  

  Michael Beckhaus Airservices Australia 

  Michael Hart QLD Parliament 

  NCIS Investigations NCIS 

  Karrlyne Johnson DITRDC 

 

 Rose Adams 

David Stani 

Imogen Bird 

Alex Redgrove 

Angus Hughes 

Gecko Environment Council Association Inc. 

Qantas 

GHD 

 

GHD 
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Bruce Dowdall 

Jeffrey Godfrey 

Airservices Australia 

Tweed Residents & Ratepayers Association 
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Attachment 2: CACG Action List  
Open Action Items  

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

89 15/07/2021 GCA Master Plan 
Request the airport provide an outlined 
program to consult with the CACG. 

GCA Ongoing 
Ongoing – will be noted at each 
meeting 

91 15/07/2021 Questions over 2019 
and 2020 Airservices 
PFAS reports 

Lindy Smith to present concerns directly 
to Airservices for response at or before 
next CACG. 

Lindy Smith and 
Airservices 

Concerns to 
Airservices by 

September 
2021 

 

95 11/11/2021 
PFAS Communication 
Email 

Details of PFAS communications email 
address to be circulated. 

GHD 
Prior to next 

CACG 
 

97 11/11/2021 Air Quality 

Invite Jacqui to present an update on the 
TSC AQM at the next CACG meeting (21 
July 2022) regarding the draft GCA Air 
Quality Monitoring Report. Make an 
agenda item at the next meeting. 

Secretariat  21/07/2022  

100 24/03/2022 Airport Quality 

Draft GCA AQ Monitoring Rpt to be 
presented 1 month prior to next GACG 
mtg, with consultant to consider SWP, 
and anecdotal evidence of black deposits 
on rooves following increased flights. 

Norbert Benton 21/07/2022  

101 24/03/2022 
PFAS & Airport 
Presentations 

Secretariat to add to the minutes prior to 
Ron’s electronic signature. 

Secretariat 21/07/2022  

102 24/03/2022 

Ambient 
Concentrations of 
PFAS in Queensland 
2019-2020 

Brenda to send the links to Norbert. Brenda Baddiley 21/07/2022  
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

103 24/03/2022 
Healthy Waterways 
Grading Report 

GHD to consider providing a water quality 

report for GCA using the same grading 

cards as the Tweed report. 
GHD 21/07/2022  

104 24/03/2022 

Lindy’s comments 
regarding AsA DSI 
update 

Airservices to respond to Lindy’s 

comment. 
Airservices and 

Secretariat 
21/07/2022  

105 24/03/2022 Kirra PFAS levels  
Chair to follow-up with GHD, AsA and GCA 

around Kirra Beach PFAS levels.  Chair 21/07/2022  

106 24/03/2022 
 Agenda Paper for 
Freight 

Chair to write to the Minister to cover 
these items and attach the agenda paper. 

Chair 21/07/2022  

107 24/03/2022  Freight Curfew 
Airport to provide feedback on its position 
on the recommendations in the Freight 
Agenda paper. 

GCA 21/07/2022  

108 24/03/2022 
 Larry Woodland’s 
Paper 

 Chair to discuss Larry’s paper with him 
out of session to address   some of the 
complexity within it. 

Chair and Larry 21/07/2022  

109 24/03/2022  CACG Contact List Secretariat to update the contact list. Secretariat 21/07/2022  

 

Closed Action Items 

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

34 07/11/2018 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Provide update at the next meeting on 
the results of the air quality testing. 

Gold Coast Airport 
(Norbert Benton) 

04/03/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Norbert Benton to cover 
this in his presentation 

50 06/11/2019 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Write to QLD & NSW health departments 
for further information on what the state 
governments are doing, or can do, to 
monitor emissions from aircraft at Gold 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

Completed - Chair to provide 
update 
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

Coast Airport. 

59 06/11/2019 PFAS 
Discuss with Airservices to see whether 
the CACG can meet with the successful 
tenderer for the DSI project. 

Chair/ Airservices 
(Darrin Davies) 

04/03/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - to listed items will be 
subsumed in further actions or 
covered off 

66 04/03/2020 PFAS 

Respond to 8.3 PFAS Contamination at 
Gold Coast Airport paper along with 
questions submitted via the CACG 
Secretariat. 
Further to this coordinate for the 
successful tenderer to attend the next 
CACG meeting to address the 
Committee. 

Airservices (Darrin 
Davies) 

08/07/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - to listed items will be 
subsumed in further actions or 
covered off  

68 04/03/2020 
Departures over 
Kingscliff 

ANACC report to provide update to the 
CACG on progress on the Departures 
over Kingscliff item. 

ANACC Chair 
08/07/2020 
15/07/2021 

Closed - reporting of the issue will 
remain item until resolved or no 
further action possible. 

69 11/03/2021 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Chair to write to NSW and QLD Health 
Departments to conduct air quality 
monitoring departments. NSW EPA had a 
note out saying they would review their 
air quality monitoring programs. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Air quality monitoring 
followed up with government QLD 
government told it’s a Airservices 
issue, no response from NSW. 

70 11/03/2021 Terms of Reference 
Chair noted endorsement of the revised 
terms of reference by members 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

 
Closed 
 

71 11/03/2021 

Airservices Australia 
Presentation 
Feedback 

Committee to come back to the CACG 
email for feedback on provision of 
standard Airservices Australia data in 
their presentation. Information to be 
provided prior to 11 April to allow 
Airservices time to collate and report 
back to July meeting. Subject of email 
response to include “Suggested additions 

 
15/07/2021 

 
Closed 
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

to Airservices Australia noise 
presentation”   

72 11/03/2021 
Concerns for GHD 
Review 

Chair asked that Lindy provide her 
concerns directly to GHD for review and 
considerations via 
PFAScomms@airservicesaustralia.com 
GHD to respond directly to all 
submissions to confirm receipt. 

 
15/07/2021 

 
Closed 

73 11/03/2021 

Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Department to provide information that 
will be circulated to members on further 
detail on the exemption. 

 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Further correspondence 
and further action will be new 
 
 

74 11/03/2021 

Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Chair to write to the Department to note 
the committee's position that this permit 
should not be renewed. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Further correspondence 
and further action will be new 
 

75 11/03/2021 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Air Quality Monitoring to be a named 
item on the next strategic work plan. 

 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - to be covered under later 
item 
 

76 11/03/2021 

Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Chair to provide an update to members 
on the curfew freight service prior to 01 
May 2021. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - covered by earlier 
material 

77 11/03/2021 Flights over Kingscliff 
Chair to request from ANACC an 
assessment of whether international 
flights go over Fingal or Kingscliff. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 
Closed - Duplicate  

78 11/03/2021 
Letter to Airservices 
Australia CEO re Fiona 
Lawton 

Chair to write to Airservices Australia 
CEO and send a copy direct to Fiona. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 
11/11/2021 

Chair has written to Fiona Lawton 
and CEO, chair to follow up with 
official correspondence. 
Completed 

79 15/07/2021 
Airservices Noise 
Monitoring Review 

Members may provide comment on the 
review, CACG secretariat to keep record 
of all feedback correspondence and note 

Members 11/11/2021 Completed 

mailto:PFAScomms@airservicesaustralia.com
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

it in committee correspondence. 

80 15/07/2021 
Links to AirServices 
Engagement 
Information 

Updates to relevant sites and 
information to be provided to Secretariat 
for distribution to members. Feedback is 
welcomed. 

Airservices 11/11/2021 

Completed  
Information is available, if people 
are concerned about not receiving 
information discuss with Chair 
after meeting 

81 15/07/2021 
SWP to be provided 
to GHD 

CACG Strategic Work Plan to be Provided 
to GHD. 

John Hicks 11/11/2021 

Completed  
John Hicks to forward to Melanie 
Layton 

82 15/07/2021 
Access to 2018 
AirServices PFAS 
Report 

Investigate if report can be provided to 
secretariat for distribution. 

Airservices 
15/08/2021 
11/11/2021 

Completed  
Report was circulated 20th July 

83 15/07/2021 
Process for release of 
the DSI report 

Advice on the process to be followed in 
finalising and releasing DSI report. 

Airservices 11/11/2021 
Completed - Covered as an 
agenda item 

84 15/07/2021 
Review of the 2019 
and 2020 AirServices 
PFAS reports 

Lindy will send review of 2019 and 2020 
AirServices PFAS reports for distribution. 

Lindy Smith 11/11/2021 Completed 

85 15/07/2021 
Distribution of 
presentations 

All CACG meeting presentations be 
circulated ahead of draft minutes. 

Secretariat 15/7/2021 Completed 

86 15/07/2021 
Tweed Council Air 
Quality Monitors 

Members to provide location suggestions 
for extra monitors directly to Jacqui 
Cord. 

Members 11/11/2021 Completed 

87 15/07/2021 

GCA Air Quality 
Monitoring  

Response requested from the airport if 
an ongoing air quality monitoring 
program is possible. John asked whether 
the final report was circulated.  

Norbert provided an update on his action 
items. 

Norbert Benton 

11/11/2021 
 
 

24/03/2022 

Completed 

88 15/07/2021 
Draft GCA Air Quality 
Report 

Draft GCA Air Quality Report to go to 
members for comment. 

GCA and Members 11/11/2021 
Completed  
Replaced by item 96 and will allow 
for draft report to be out 4 weeks 
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

before CACG 

90 15/07/2021 

DES Ambient PFAS 
Monitoring 

DES to be invited to next CACG to 
present on its monitoring program. 

Brenda Baddiley presented the Ambient 
Concentrations of PFAS in Queensland 
2019-2020 which provided an overview 
of the online portal and the link to the 
report on the Department's website. 

Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Completed  

92 15/07/2021 
Qantas freight Curfew 
Movements 

Refer following issues to ANACC: 

• Possibility of reforming the Curfew 
Regulations. 

• Whether freight flights could be shifted 
to daytime. 

Whether flights could use Brisbane 
airport and road link. 

Secretariat/ Matthew 
Bender 

24/03/2022 

Completed  
Part of ANACC meeting, minutes 
to be circulated when finalised 

93 15/07/2021 

 ANACC minutes 

Include CACG members in distribution of 
ANACC minutes. Ron proposes to 
remove this from the action list. This will 
be undertaken moving forward and can 
therefore update this item to completed. 

Secretariat/ Matthew 
Bender 

24/03/2022 Completed 

94 11/11/2021 
Curfew Flights 

Chair to write to Federal Minister and 
local members regarding curfew flights. 

Chair 24/03/2022 Completed following meeting 

96 11/11/2021 Air Quality  
GCA and Norbert to look into air quality 
in Kingscliff and how this related to SWP 

Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Closed (incorporated in item 100) 

98 11/11/2021 
Traffic Movement 
Plan 

Traffic movement plan for Wollemi place 
to be provided. 

Travis Callaghan 24/03/2022 
Completed 
Document circulated 12/11/2021 

99 11/11/2021 Air Quality 

Request consultant preparing GCA Air 
Quality Monitoring Report to note 
anecdotal evidence of black material 
being deposited on roofs etc. with 

Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Closed (incorporated in item 100) 



 

Gold Coast Airport – CACG 24 March 2022 Page 16 of 16 

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date 
Status 

increased flights within the draft air 
quality monitoring report. 
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Attachment 1: Attendance and Apologies  
Date: Thursday 24 March 2022 

Attendees    
  Ron Brent CACG Chair 

  Jared Feehely Gold Coast Airport 

  Matthew Bender Gold Coast Airport 

  Jodie Fields Secretariat 

 
 Lucy Ardern 

Liam Campbell 
Gold Coast Airport 
Gold Coast Airport 

  Prema Lopez Airservices Australia 

  Lindy Smith Tweed District Residents & Ratepayers Association 

  David Gray Bilinga Neighbourhood Watch 

  Peter Barrett Gold Coast District Neighbourhood Watch 

  Bill Pinkstone Banora Point & District Residents Association 

  Cr Chris Cherry Tweed Shire Council 

  John Hicks Gold Coast Lifestyle Association 

  Julie Murray Kingscliff Ratepayers Association 

  John Sweeny Banora Point & District Residents Association 

  Norbert Benton Gold Coast Airport 

  Larry Woodland Fingal Head Community Association 

  Leanne Costin Airservices Australia 

  Gregory Wyatt QLD Department of Transport & Main Roads 

  Belinda Fenner  

  Melanie Layton GHD 

  Greg Betts  

  Scott Stephens Airservices Australia 

  Julia Dunne Airservices Australia 

  Megan Thomas DITRDC 

 

 Nik Wahi 
Tom Alleston 
Brenda Baddiley 
Joshua Kinghorn 
Jacqui Cord 
Brenda Baddiley 
Janet Goodhew 
Jann Stuckey 
Yasmina Dunbar 
 

DITRDC 
Tweed Shire Council 
Department of Environment and Science 
AFP 
Tweed Shire Council 
Department of Environment & Science 
 
Friends of Currumbin 
On behalf of Laura Gerber 
 

Apologies    
  Allan Morris Southern Cross University 

  Giu Lohmann Griffith University 

  Glyn Lewis Australian Federal Police 

  Keiran Pehm ANO 

  Laura Gerber QLD Parliament  

  Michael Beckhaus Airservices Australia 

  Michael Hart QLD Parliament 

  NCIS Investigations NCIS 

  Karrlyne Johnson DITRDC 

 

 Rose Adams 
David Stani 
Imogen Bird 
Alex Redgrove 
Angus Hughes 
Bruce Dowdall 
Jeffrey Godfrey 

Gecko Environment Council Association Inc. 
Qantas 
GHD 
 
GHD 
Airservices Australia 
Tweed Residents & Ratepayers Association 
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Attachment 2: CACG Action List  
Open Action Items  

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement Responsible 
Person 

Completion 
Date Status 

89 15/07/2021 GCA Master Plan Request the airport provide an outlined 
program to consult with the CACG. GCA Ongoing Ongoing – will be noted at each 

meeting 

91 15/07/2021 Questions over 2019 
and 2020 Airservices 
PFAS reports 

Lindy Smith to present concerns directly 
to Airservices for response at or before 
next CACG. 

Lindy Smith and 
Airservices 

Concerns to 
Airservices by 

September 
2021 

 

95 11/11/2021 PFAS Communication 
Email 

Details of PFAS communications email 
address to be circulated. GHD Prior to next 

CACG  

97 11/11/2021 Air Quality 

Invite Jacqui to present an update on the 
TSC AQM at the next CACG meeting (21 
July 2022) regarding the draft GCA Air 
Quality Monitoring Report. Make an 
agenda item at the next meeting. 

Secretariat  21/07/2022  

100 24/03/2022 Airport Quality 

Draft GCA AQ Monitoring Rpt to be 
presented 1 month prior to next GACG 
mtg, with consultant to consider SWP, 
and anecdotal evidence of black deposits 
on rooves following increased flights. 

Norbert Benton 21/07/2022  

101 24/03/2022 
PFAS & Airport 
Presentations 

Secretariat to add to the minutes prior to 
Ron’s electronic signature. Secretariat 21/07/2022  

102 24/03/2022 

Ambient 
Concentrations of 
PFAS in Queensland 
2019-2020 

Brenda to send the links to Norbert. Brenda Baddiley 21/07/2022  



Gold Coast Airport – CACG 24 March 2022 Page 10 of 15 

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date Status 

103 24/03/2022 
Healthy Waterways 
Grading Report 

GHD to consider providing a water quality 
report for GCA using the same grading 
cards as the Tweed report. 

GHD 21/07/2022  

104 24/03/2022 
Lindy’s comments 
regarding AsA DSI 
update 

Airservices to respond to Lindy’s 
comment. 

Airservices and 
Secretariat 21/07/2022  

105 24/03/2022 Kirra PFAS levels  
Chair to follow-up with GHD, AsA and GCA 
around Kirra Beach PFAS levels.  Chair 21/07/2022  

106 24/03/2022 
 Agenda Paper for 
Freight 

Chair to write to the Minister to cover 
these items and attach the agenda paper. Chair 21/07/2022  

107 24/03/2022  Freight Curfew 
Airport to provide feedback on its position 
on the recommendations in the Freight 
Agenda paper. 

GCA 21/07/2022  

108 24/03/2022 
 Larry Woodland’s 
Paper 

 Chair to discuss Larry’s paper with him 
out of session to address   some of the 
complexity within it. 

Chair and Larry 21/07/2022  

109 24/03/2022  CACG Contact List Secretariat to update the contact list. Secretariat 21/07/2022  
 

Closed Action Items 

No. Meeting Date Item Requirement Responsible 
Person 

Completion 
Date Status 

34 07/11/2018 Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Provide update at the next meeting on 
the results of the air quality testing. 

Gold Coast Airport 
(Norbert Benton) 

04/03/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Norbert Benton to cover 
this in his presentation 

50 06/11/2019 Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Write to QLD & NSW health departments 
for further information on what the state 
governments are doing, or can do, to 
monitor emissions from aircraft at Gold 

Chair 15/07/2021 
 

Completed - Chair to provide 
update 
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No. Meeting Date Item Requirement 
Responsible 

Person 
Completion 

Date Status 

Coast Airport. 

59 06/11/2019 PFAS 
Discuss with Airservices to see whether 
the CACG can meet with the successful 
tenderer for the DSI project. 

Chair/ Airservices 
(Darrin Davies) 

04/03/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - to listed items will be 
subsumed in further actions or 
covered off 

66 04/03/2020 PFAS 

Respond to 8.3 PFAS Contamination at 
Gold Coast Airport paper along with 
questions submitted via the CACG 
Secretariat. 
Further to this coordinate for the 
successful tenderer to attend the next 
CACG meeting to address the 
Committee. 

Airservices (Darrin 
Davies) 

08/07/2020 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - to listed items will be 
subsumed in further actions or 
covered off  

68 04/03/2020 
Departures over 
Kingscliff 

ANACC report to provide update to the 
CACG on progress on the Departures 
over Kingscliff item. 

ANACC Chair 08/07/2020 
15/07/2021 

Closed - reporting of the issue will 
remain item until resolved or no 
further action possible. 

69 11/03/2021 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Chair to write to NSW and QLD Health 
Departments to conduct air quality 
monitoring departments. NSW EPA had a 
note out saying they would review their 
air quality monitoring programs. 

Chair 15/07/2021 
 

Closed - Air quality monitoring 
followed up with government QLD 
government told it’s a Airservices 
issue, no response from NSW. 

70 11/03/2021 Terms of Reference Chair noted endorsement of the revised 
terms of reference by members Chair 

15/07/2021 
 

 
Closed 
 

71 11/03/2021 
Airservices Australia 
Presentation 
Feedback 

Committee to come back to the CACG 
email for feedback on provision of 
standard Airservices Australia data in 
their presentation. Information to be 
provided prior to 11 April to allow 
Airservices time to collate and report 
back to July meeting. Subject of email 
response to include “Suggested additions 

 15/07/2021 
 

Closed 
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Date Status 

to Airservices Australia noise 
presentation”   

72 11/03/2021 
Concerns for GHD 
Review 

Chair asked that Lindy provide her 
concerns directly to GHD for review and 
considerations via 
PFAScomms@airservicesaustralia.com 
GHD to respond directly to all 
submissions to confirm receipt. 

 15/07/2021 
 

Closed 

73 11/03/2021 
Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Department to provide information that 
will be circulated to members on further 
detail on the exemption. 

 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Further correspondence 
and further action will be new 
 
 

74 11/03/2021 
Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Chair to write to the Department to note 
the committee's position that this permit 
should not be renewed. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 

Closed - Further correspondence 
and further action will be new 
 

75 11/03/2021 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Air Quality Monitoring to be a named 
item on the next strategic work plan.  

15/07/2021 
 

Closed - to be covered under later 
item 
 

76 11/03/2021 
Curfew exemption for 
the Qantas Freight 
service 

Chair to provide an update to members 
on the curfew freight service prior to 01 
May 2021. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 
Closed - covered by earlier 
material 

77 11/03/2021 Flights over Kingscliff 
Chair to request from ANACC an 
assessment of whether international 
flights go over Fingal or Kingscliff. 

Chair 
15/07/2021 

 
Closed - Duplicate  

78 11/03/2021 Letter to Airservices 
Australia CEO re Fiona 
Lawton 

Chair to write to Airservices Australia 
CEO and send a copy direct to Fiona. Chair 

15/07/2021 
11/11/2021 

Chair has written to Fiona Lawton 
and CEO, chair to follow up with 
official correspondence. 
Completed 

79 15/07/2021 Airservices Noise 
Monitoring Review 

Members may provide comment on the 
review, CACG secretariat to keep record 
of all feedback correspondence and note 

Members 11/11/2021 Completed 

mailto:PFAScomms@airservicesaustralia.com
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Completion 

Date Status 

it in committee correspondence. 

80 15/07/2021 
Links to AirServices 
Engagement 
Information 

Updates to relevant sites and 
information to be provided to Secretariat 
for distribution to members. Feedback is 
welcomed. 

Airservices 11/11/2021 

Completed  
Information is available, if people 
are concerned about not receiving 
information discuss with Chair 
after meeting 

81 15/07/2021 SWP to be provided 
to GHD 

CACG Strategic Work Plan to be Provided 
to GHD. John Hicks 11/11/2021 

Completed  
John Hicks to forward to Melanie 
Layton 

82 15/07/2021 
Access to 2018 
AirServices PFAS 
Report 

Investigate if report can be provided to 
secretariat for distribution. Airservices 15/08/2021 

11/11/2021 
Completed  
Report was circulated 20th July 

83 15/07/2021 Process for release of 
the DSI report 

Advice on the process to be followed in 
finalising and releasing DSI report. Airservices 11/11/2021 Completed - Covered as an 

agenda item 

84 15/07/2021 
Review of the 2019 
and 2020 AirServices 
PFAS reports 

Lindy will send review of 2019 and 2020 
AirServices PFAS reports for distribution. Lindy Smith 11/11/2021 Completed 

85 15/07/2021 Distribution of 
presentations 

All CACG meeting presentations be 
circulated ahead of draft minutes. Secretariat 15/7/2021 Completed 

86 15/07/2021 Tweed Council Air 
Quality Monitors 

Members to provide location suggestions 
for extra monitors directly to Jacqui 
Cord. 

Members 11/11/2021 Completed 

87 15/07/2021 

GCA Air Quality 
Monitoring  

Response requested from the airport if 
an ongoing air quality monitoring 
program is possible. John asked whether 
the final report was circulated.  

Norbert provided an update on his action 
items. 

Norbert Benton 

11/11/2021 
 
 

24/03/2022 

Completed 

88 15/07/2021 Draft GCA Air Quality 
Report 

Draft GCA Air Quality Report to go to 
members for comment. GCA and Members 11/11/2021 

Completed  
Replaced by item 96 and will allow 
for draft report to be out 4 weeks 
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before CACG 

90 15/07/2021 

DES Ambient PFAS 
Monitoring 

DES to be invited to next CACG to 
present on its monitoring program. 
Brenda Baddiley presented the Ambient 
Concentrations of PFAS in Queensland 
2019-2020 which provided an overview 
of the online portal and the link to the 
report on the Department's website. 

Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Completed  

92 15/07/2021 
Qantas freight Curfew 
Movements 

Refer following issues to ANACC: 
 Possibility of reforming the Curfew 

Regulations. 
 Whether freight flights could be shifted 

to daytime. 
Whether flights could use Brisbane 
airport and road link. 

Secretariat/ Matthew 
Bender 24/03/2022 

Completed  
Part of ANACC meeting, minutes 
to be circulated when finalised 

93 15/07/2021 

 ANACC minutes 

Include CACG members in distribution of 
ANACC minutes. Ron proposes to 
remove this from the action list. This will 
be undertaken moving forward and can 
therefore update this item to completed. 

Secretariat/ Matthew 
Bender 24/03/2022 Completed 

94 11/11/2021 
Curfew Flights Chair to write to Federal Minister and 

local members regarding curfew flights. Chair 24/03/2022 Completed following meeting 

96 11/11/2021 Air Quality  GCA and Norbert to look into air quality 
in Kingscliff and how this related to SWP Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Closed (incorporated in item 100) 

98 11/11/2021 
Traffic Movement 
Plan 

Traffic movement plan for Wollemi place 
to be provided. Travis Callaghan 24/03/2022 

Completed 
Document circulated 12/11/2021 

99 11/11/2021 Air Quality 

Request consultant preparing GCA Air 
Quality Monitoring Report to note 
anecdotal evidence of black material 
being deposited on roofs etc. with 

Norbert Benton 24/03/2022 Closed (incorporated in item 100) 
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increased flights within the draft air 
quality monitoring report. 

 



Ambient concentrations of 

PFAS in Queensland

2019-2020 



Objectives of Ambient Program

• The primary objective of this program was to 

establish a PFAS baseline for Qld (55 sites, six 

rounds of sampling).

• The secondary objective was to collate existing 

ambient PFAS data collected in Queensland (45 

sites).



Sites

Constraints:

• Existing DES Monitoring 
Sites

• Different Land use types 
(ALUMC)

• Conservation

• Agricultural 

• Intensive (Urban)

• Forestry/grazing

• Coastal/bay



Sites

Minimum distance from 

known source (>1km from 

point source):

• fire stations (QFES 

and rural)

• waste water treatment 

plants

• airports and ports

• contaminated areas

• biosolid land 

application



Sampling 

•55 sites (Wet Tropics to Gold 

Coast)

•Sites sampled every 2 months 

for a year (6 rounds)

•480 water samples collected 

•330 samples and 150 quality 

control

•50 sediment samples (26 

analysed)

•150 biota samples (12 

locations) – fish, invertebrates





• PFAS cannot be considered to be ubiquitous compounds in Queensland. 

• Of the 55 ambient sites (sampled over a year), no PFAS were reported in 

any water sample collected from eight sites (15% of total) 

• PFOS was the only PFAS found at around the LOR at 21 of the 55 sites 

(38% of total).

Summary of results

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

% of dections of PFAS in Queensland surface water 
samples

• Highest 

concentrations 

and variety of 

PFAS were found 

at urban sites

• Low or below LOR 

at agricultural, 

conservation sites



• The TOP Assay showed there were no detectable precursors in 

the samples.

• PFAS only found at LOR in 4 of 26 sediment samples

• PFAS were measured in majority of biota sampled in this project at 

South East Queensland sites (targeted urban areas). 

Summary of results



PFOS



PFOS



PFOS



Logan and Gold Coast
PFPeA

(LOR=0.001)

PFHxA

(LOR=0.001)

PFHpA

(LOR=0.001)

PFOA

(LOR=0.001)

PFHxS

(LOR=0.001)

PFOS

(LOR=0.0001)

Logan River 

(Glenlogan) (n=6)
<LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR

0.0001 

<LOR–0.0002

0.0001

50%

Logan River (Edens

Landing) (n=6)

0.004

<LOR–0.005

0.0021

67%

0.003

<LOR–0.006

0.0025

83%

0.001

<LOR–0.001

0.0008

67%

0.003

<LOR–0.004

0.0020

83%

0.002

<LOR–0.002

0.0013

67%

0.0032

<LOR–0.0059

0.0018

83%

Northern Broadwater 

(Couran Cove) (n=6)
<LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR

0.0003

<LOR–0.0006 

0.0002

67%

Northern Broadwater 

(Southport) (n=6)
<LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR <LOR

0.0001

<LOR–0.0005 

0.0002 

50%

Median, range, geometric average, and frequency of detection (%) are reported. In cases where 

concentrations were below the LOR, half the LOR was used for the calculation of the geometric average 

and median values. 

Gold Coast PFBA PFPeA PFHxA PFHpA PFOA PFNA PFDA PFUnDA PFDoDA PFTrDA PFBS PFHxS PFOS PFDS

Cobaki

Broadwater 

(n=22)

<0.01 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.002

0.001

<LOR–

0.003

0.0011

4%

0.001

<LOR–

0.003

0.0012

29%

<0.002



Questions?

PFAS public portal

surface water

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/disasters/pfas/monitoring-program-report

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWVmYzE2N2EtYjM4Yy00ZDM0LTg3OTctYjc0YTk1MWYyY2MzIiwidCI6ImQxNmRlNTMwLTk0ZTctNDE1OC1iN2UyLTZlZTIyMGFmNjI4ZCJ9
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/disasters/pfas/monitoring-program-report
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ITEMS
— Operational Update

— Air Traffic Movements
— RNP use

— Review items
—NAPS wording
—ILS reporting
—Noise Monitor Review
—Southern Operations Noise Investigation Report
—Noise complaints - Year in Review
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RNP AR (SMART TRACKING) USE SEPT 2021 TO JAN 2022
TOTAL NUMBER OF RNP FLIGHTS AT THE GOLD COAST
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RNP AR (SMART TRACKING) USE SEPT 2021 TO JAN 2022
PERCENTAGE OF ALL RNP ARRIVALS
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RNP AR (SMART TRACKING) USE SEPT 2021 TO JAN 2022
NUMBER OF RNP FLIGHTS BY AIRLINE
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RNP AR (SMART TRACKING) USE SEPT 2021 TO JAN 2022

— 8
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NAPS wording update
Update to the NAPs wording will be submitted as part of the next round of changes.

ILS Reporting
ILS usage reports have been provided to ANACC Chair for distribution

Noise Monitor Review
— Short term noise monitor: A temporary noise monitor has been installed in Miami and is available on WebTrak

— Permanent noise monitor: Location for the permanent monitor is pending site investigation. Brief has been provided to our 
consultants.

Southern Operations Noise Investigation
The report has been finalised and will be published on our Engage page.

OTHER ITEMS
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Place your screenshot here

— 12

ONLINE NOISE REPORT
o Available on our website at:
https://aircraftnoise.airservicesaustralia.com/

o Enter your address or select Gold Coast 
Coast 

o What flight disturbed me and Gold Coast 
Coast complaints report

o 2021 and Jan available

https://aircraftnoise.airservicesaustralia.com/
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2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

— 18

COMPLAINANTS
— 90 individual complainants, down from 136 individual complainants in 2020

SUBURBS AND KEY ISSUES
— 32 Suburbs recorded complainants

— 18 Suburbs recorded a single complainant

— Banora Point (19 complainants) 
• Curfew operations and RWY14 departures

— Tugun (7 complainants):
• Curfew operations

— Tweed Heads (6 complainants)
• Training

— Palm Beach (6 complainants)
• Curfew operations

— Miami (5 complainants)
• ILS operations

— Mermaid Waters (5 complainants)
• ILS operations
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CACG GCA Update



Traffic Performance
RPT Flight Numbers (Arrivals)

Month 2022 2021 2020 2019

January 1,543 749 1,893 1,943

February 1,051 639 1,456 1,422

March 987 1,175 1,575

April 1,545 21 1,795

May 1,479 14 1,584

June 1,120 27 1,558

July 1,010 173 1,815

August 175 74 1,477

September 188 113 1,683

October 183 144 1,775

November 201 154 1,579

December 1,035 725 1,838

PAX Numbers

Month 2022 2021 2020 2019

January 386,245 193,299 644,422 639,796

February 304,231 159,553 449,027 458,843

March 281,390 306,423 501,907

April 401,774 1,519 560,439

May 385,713 2,297 471,409

June 252,415 5,390 474,644

July 106,340 43,307 583,976

August 12,719 10,860 528,697

September 25,545 21,957 548,556

October 25,943 31,422 598,087

November 35,328 36,265 530,719

December 204,271 188,261 610,497



New and existing connections established 

• Gold Coast-Singapore – 14 February
• Gold Coast-Auckland – 02 March
• Gold Coast-Perth – 16 March
• Virgin Australia Gold Coast-Cairns – resuming March
• Virgin Australia Gold Coast-Hobart and Launceston – resuming June
• Gold Coast-Queenstown, Christchurch and Wellington – expected 

to resume mid-year



https://youtu.be/PSJNuvq3JKw


• Airfield closed for about 18 hours on 28 February
• 40 flights cancelled
• Operations team worked with stakeholders to reopen 

airfield safely next morning
• Additional flights scheduled to assist backlog of passengers  

Recent wet weather (28/02/2022)



Clean up and inspection, 1 March

What a difference a day makes…



Clean up and inspection, 1 March



External construction progress at January 2022

Construction update



STE external photo

GCA Terminal Expansion 



Baggage Handling

VT Hall

Level 01 Concourse

VT Hall Stair & Escalators



Airside Processing Zone



Southern Entryway
• New Gold Coast Highway intersection providing a second access into Gold Coast Airport
• Intersection straddles NSW and QLD border
• This project aims to:

• Improve access for airport customers coming from the south, providing a more direct link through to the 
airport

• Increase airport road network capacity, providing a safer access path and reducing congestion
• Generate construction jobs
• Open up new opportunities to develop the southern airport land, enabling access and trunk services 

infrastructure

• Construction tender evaluations are currently being undertaken, with a preferred contractor to be 
finalised in early April 2022

• Targeting construction to commence early May 2022 with subsequent activation of the new 
intersection in early 2023



Artists impression of new intersection and link road into 
the airport. SCU building top left of image



• Further extension to Master Plan due date granted by Minister – draft master plan due July 
2024

• Extension granted to allow COVID-19 recovery in operations, and also to integrate public 
transport planning (light/heavy rail) underway by Queensland Government

• Currently engaged with Queensland Government (TMR) regarding light and heavy rail to 
Airport. Master Plan program of works otherwise due to commence in early 2022

GCA Master Plan



GCA Master Plan 2024 – Project Plan

Drafting PHASE

Final Master Plan

Exposure Draft review PHASE
• QAL Leadership
• DITRDC
• CACG
• State / Council

Public Consultation PHASE

Dec 2021 Mar 2022 Jun 2022 Sep 2022 Dec 2022 Mar 2023

Exposure draft Master 
Plan complete

NOW

Jun 2023 Sep 2023 Dec 2023 Mar 2024 Jun 2024

Draft ANEF

Formal Public Consultation (60 business days)

Ground transport planning already commenced – engagement with TMR
(QLD) on light + heavy rail plans

Technical workshops + 
meeting groups 

Amend exposure draft + finalise full draft MP

Exposure draft not for public release – DITRDC / Council / State / CACG only

Final ANEF completed + endorsed within 180 days 
of final master plan submission date

Adopt feedback + finalise MP

Final Master Plan submitted to Minister

Technical Analysis PHASE
• Aviation Planning
• ANEF
• Land use + Property
• Ground Transport
• Environment + Sustainability

Sep 2024

Note: Draft plan only. Dates / milestones and program may be subject to refinement and change



Thank you

www.goldcoastairport.com.au
info@gcal.com.au
+617 5589 1100

Jared Feehely
General Manager Operations & Service Delivery
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Sarah Wintzloff

From: Community Aviation Consultation Group
Sent: Tuesday, 25 January 2022 3:25 PM
To: allan.morris@scu.edu.au; Anthony Steinfort; Arthur Elliot; Bill Dennis; Bill Pinkstone; Bruce 

Dowdall; Candice Cox; Chris Cherry; Cory Ford; Craig Dunstone ; Darrin Davis; David Gray; David 
Stani ; Fiona Lawton; Geoff Provest; Giu Lohmann; Glenn Francis ; Glenn Nott; Glyn Lewis - AFP 
APC; Greg Betts (Greg.Betts@aph.gov.au); Gregory Wyatt (gregory.j.wyatt@tmr.qld.gov.au); Guy 
Proctor; Iain Lobegeier; Jacqui Cord; James Owen; Jared Feehely; Jared Feehely; Jeff Godfrey ; 
Jodie Bellchambers; John Alcorn; John Hicks; John Sweeney; Julie Murray; Justine Elliot; Karen 
Andrews; Karrlyne Johnson; Kasey Hills; Kate Frazer; Keiran Pehm; Larry Woodland; Laura Gerber; 
Lindy Smith; Lucy Ardern; Marion Charlton; Matthew Bender; Megan Thomas; Michael Beckhaus; 
Michael Hart; Miles Roper; Nathan Goldman; NCIS Investigations; Nik Wahi; Norbert Benton; Paul 
Baker; Peter Barrett; Peter Long; Phillip Follent; Reece Davis Byrnes; Ronni Hoskisson; Rose 
Adams; Sally Adsett; Sarah Wintzloff; Steven Marion

Cc: Community Aviation Consultation Group; Ron Brent
Subject: Letter to Minister Joyce
Attachments: Letter to Minister on behalf of the CACG.pdf

Good Afternoon All, 
 
Please see attached copy of the final letter sent to the Minister on behalf of the CACG regarding the Qantas Airways 
approval for flights during the curfew at GCA. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Gold Coast Airport
 

w:  www.goldcoastairport.com.au
 

a:  Level 1, Airport Central, 1 Eastern Ave, Bilinga,  QLD 4225
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

  

  

 



Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

13 December 2021 

Dear Minister Joyce 

Re: Curfew flights at Gold Coast Airport 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Gold Coast Airport (GCA) Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG), to ask you to consider one comment and three 
recommendations from the CACG.  These recommendations are the response from the 
community representatives to concerns about an approval granted to Qantas Airways for 
flights during the curfew at GCA. 

The CACG has discussed the exemption to the curfew that allows Qantas to operate four 
freight flights per week at GCA during curfew hours.  The original permit was issued in the 
middle of the year in the wake of the dramatic decline in passenger aircraft traffic due to 
COVID. The permit has been renewed until the end of the calendar year and Qantas has 
advised that it is considering an application to make this a long-term service. 

 The CACG has responded by asking that you consider the following comment and three 
recommendations: 

1. CACG notes the status of this issue and the concern that it may quickly escalate if
QANTAS lodges an application for long-term operations.

2. No further permissions be issued to QANTAS or other operators for four air freighter
movements per week within the curfew period unless there are exceptional
circumstances. In the case of exceptional circumstances, the permission be for a
maximum of three months.

3. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Communications (DITRDC) amend the Air Navigation (Gold Coast Airport Curfew)
Regulations 2018 to specify that the four movements per week within the curfew
period only be permitted in exceptional circumstances (and not to allow the
establishment of long-term operations that completely compromise the intent of the
curfew).

4. Should a further application be lodged for operations within curfew hours then
DITRDC agrees to promptly convene an online consultation meeting with The GCA
Airport Noise Abatement Consultative Committee (ANACC)/CACG community
representatives to ensure balanced access and information sharing into the decision-
making process.

I have attached the agenda paper from our last meeting, as presented by a community 
representative, that was the basis of the CACG decision to refer the comment and 
recommendations to you. I have not included the attachment to the agenda paper. 



It is important to note that the CACG is a group formed and managed by GCA, but its views 
are not necessarily those of the airport.  This recommendation has not been endorsed by 
the Airport and is instead referred to you directly from the community forum. 

The next meeting of the CACG is scheduled for early March next year.  I appreciate that it is 
a busy time for you and your Department, with Christmas intervening as well, but would 
appreciate it very much if it was possible to provide are response before that meeting.  
Thank you in anticipation of your consideration of this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Ron Brent 
Independent Chair 
Community Aviation Consultation Group (Gold Coast Airport) 













From: Curfews
To: David Stani,; Simone Papas,; Megan Morris,; Riki Cannon; Rod Barnes,; david.jancik@auspost.com.au;

cmills@gcal.com.au; Marion Charlton; Jared Feehely; Matthew Bender;
info@murwillumbahchamber.com.au; info@goldcoastcentralchamber.com.au; secretary@gcncc.org.au;
Airport Noise Abatement Consultative Committee; John Hicks, President, Gold Coast Lifestyle Association,;
Pauline Kershaw, Secretary, Friends of Currumbin Assoc Inc,; Helen Whittle, Tugun Progress Association,;
David@ready.com.au; bill.pink@bigpond.com; Community Aviation Consultation Group; Ron Brent, CACG
Chair,; Mayor Tom Tate,; Cr Mark Hammel,; Cr William Owen-Jones,; Cr Donna Gates (Deputy Mayor),; Cr
Cameron Caldwell,; Cr Peter Young,; Cr Brook Patterson,; Cr Ryan Bayldon-Lumsden,; Cr Robert La Castra,;
Cr Glenn Tozer,; Cr Darren Taylor,; Cr Hermann Vorster,; Cr Pauline Young,; Cr Daphne McDonald,; Cr Gail
O’Neill,; Councillor Chris Cherry (Mayor; Councillor Reece Byrnes (Deputy Mayor; Councillor Rhiannon
Brinsmead; Councillor Meredith Dennis; Councillor Nola Firth; Councillor James Owen;
wpolglase@tweed.nsw.gov.au; currumbin@parliament.qld.gov.au; tweed@parliament.nsw.gov.au;
Karen.Andrews.MP@aph.gov.au

Cc: Curfews
Subject: Request for Nominations to Meeting on Gold Coast Freight Permit - curfew operations - 2 Feb 2022

[SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 21 January 2022 2:06:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

AGENDA Gold Coast Freight Permit Meeting 02 02 2022.docx
mg_info.txt

Importance: High
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Dear all,
 
The Department wishes to convene a meeting with interested parties to discuss the issues
related to a permit for four freight movements during the curfew period the Gold Coast Airport.
 
Qantas and Australia Post Group have asked for consideration of an application for permanent
freight operations during the curfew at Gold Coast Airport. The application is primarily driven by
an increase in the freight task into the Gold Coast, including demand for Australia Post
distributions.

·       Demand increased by 45% across the Australia Post Group freight network in the years
immediately prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020.

·       Since January 2020, freight demand to/from the Gold Coast / Tweed region has
increased a further 10% with demand expected to remain.

·       Australia Post has advised they have contractual and service requirements they must
meet.

A virtual meeting is planned for Wednesday 2 February from 10am to 1:45pm, Australian
Eastern Daylight Time (AEDT) (ACT/NSW time).
 
Please note this meeting will have strict protocols in place to ensure fair and even discussion of
issues and concerns across all groups. The nominated representative(s) for each group will have
15 minutes in which to present their case, with the meeting Chair to manage timelines.
Participants will be required to act respectfully and support a constructive process.
 
We request that nominations for representatives to attend this meeting to be forwarded to the
Department at curfews@infrastructure.gov.au by no later than midday on Friday 28 January
2022.
 
We would ask that all groups, including the Gold Coast Airport Noise Abatement Consultative
Committee (ANACC) and Gold Coast Community Aviation Consultation Group (CACG), consider
their representation carefully as their will be a limit on permitted attendees. Please note we
have reached out to Gold Coast and Tweed region local and state government representatives
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Proposed Agenda: Gold Coast Freight Permit Meeting

Meeting date: 	Wednesday 2 February 2022

Meeting Chair: 	Mr Phil McClure, Assistant Secretary, Airports Branch.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting time: 	10am to 1:45pm, Australian Eastern Daylight Time (AEDT), virtually via teams

Discussion:

10:00-10:05
Item 1:	Chair setting out meeting protocols and purpose of the meeting

10:05-13:20
Item 2: 	Presentation of for or against arguments from each group nominated representative 

	(Strictly 15 minutes for nominated representative)

10:05-10:20: Qantas

· Name of nominated representative

10:20-10:35: Australia Post Group

· Name of nominated representative

10:35-10:50: Gold Coast Airport Limited

· Name of nominated representative

10:50-11:20: ANACC reps - 2

· Name of nominated representative Gold Coast Region

· Name of nominated representative Tweed Heads Region

11:20-11:35: CACG reps - 1

· Name of nominated representative 

11:35-12:20: Local Business Associations:

· Name of nominated representative - Murwillumbah District Business Chamber 

· Name of nominated representative - Gold Coast Central Chamber of Commerce 

· Name of nominated representative - Gold Coast North Chamber of Commerce 

12:20-12:50: State Government Representatives:

· Laura Gerber MP, Member for Currumbin or Name of nominated representative

· Geoffrey Keith PROVEST, CCM, FAIM, AICD, JP MP, Member for Tweed or Name of nominated representative

12:50-13:20: Local Government Representatives:

· Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate or Name of nominated representative

· Tweed Heads Mayor Chris Cherry or Name of nominated representative

13:20-13:35
Item 3:	Additional Final Remarks Based on all representations being made
	(Strictly 1-2 minutes for nominated representative)

13:35-13:45
Item 4:	Department Wrap-Up of for and against arguments and way forward





---------------------------------------------------------------------
Disclaimer

This message has been issued by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development and Communications. The information transmitted is for the
use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential and/or legally
privileged material.
Any review, re-transmission, disclosure, dissemination or other use of, or
taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons 
or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited and may result in
severe penalties. 
If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the Department on (02)
6274-7111 
and delete all copies of this transmission together with any attachments.
---------------------------------------------------------------------





and local business associations. With limited numbers, you may wish to discuss your views and
concerns with these representatives prior to the meeting. To assist their contact details are
below.
 
The Department has previously sought business and community submissions on the proposed
freight operations during the curfew period. These submissions indicated:

·       Communities generally did not support the application for permanent freight operations
during the curfew. Communities held concerns with movements occurring at 4.30am,
with the aircraft noise considered to be unacceptable and detrimental to the health and
wellbeing of residents, causing disrupted sleep due to the timing of the operation and
the aircraft noise generated. Communities preference is a return to pre-COVID freight
scheduling, moving overnight freight network to day time operations and other
alternatives for movement of freight, i.e. aircraft fly to Brisbane Airport or freight moved
by road in an effort to limit night time noise.

·       Businesses generally did support the application for permanent freight operations
during the curfew. Businesses rely on the overnight freight service to support business
growth in the region of 50-70%, represented by an up to doubling of sales and increased
employment of local Gold Coast and Tweed families. The improved delivery times to
customers enables businesses to service the changing needs of Gold Coast and Tweed
customers, ensures growth and business competition with main city competition.

State Government Representatives:
·       Laura Gerber MP, Member for Currumbin, currumbin@parliament.qld.gov.au
·       Geoffrey Keith PROVEST, CCM, FAIM, AICD, JP MP, Member for Tweed,

tweed@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Local Government Representatives:
·       Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate, mayor@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 
·       Tweed Heads Mayor Chris Cherry, ccherry@tweed.nsw.gov.au

Local Business Associations:
·       Murwillumbah District Business Chamber, info@murwillumbahchamber.com.au
·       Gold Coast Central Chamber of Commerce, info@goldcoastcentralchamber.com.au 
·       Gold Coast North Chamber of Commerce, secretary@gcncc.org.au

The proposed agenda is attached for your information.
 
Regards

Curfews Adminstration Team
Airports Branch •  Domestic Aviation and Reform Division
curfews@infrastructure.gov.au
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601
 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications
CONNECTING AUSTRALIANS  •  ENRICHING COMMUNITIES  •  EMPOWERING REGIONS

  infrastructure.gov.au  

                                   
I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live.
I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, waters and communities.
I pay my respects to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

OFFICIAL
 

mailto:currumbin@parliament.qld.gov.au
mailto:tweed@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mayor@goldcoast.qld.gov.au
mailto:ccherry@tweed.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@murwillumbahchamber.com.au
mailto:info@goldcoastcentralchamber.com.au
mailto:secretary@gcncc.org.au
mailto:curfews@infrastructure.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.infrastructure.gov.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccacg%40gcal.com.au%7Ca1b984e1d53a405c582e08d9dc9347a1%7Cf634c82701e248caac9e90620519ee60%7C0%7C0%7C637783347597176872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RoVrYMQvOcK1VTpxMkURp0sLhIv1lX5yQQ%2BjNiB2pzc%3D&reserved=0


Proposed Agenda: Gold Coast Freight Permit Meeting 
Meeting date:  Wednesday 2 February 2022 

Meeting Chair:  Mr Phil McClure, Assistant Secretary, Airports Branch. 

Meeting time:  10am to 1:45pm, Australian Eastern Daylight Time (AEDT), virtually via teams 

Discussion: 
10:00-10:05 
Item 1: Chair setting out meeting protocols and purpose of the meeting 

10:05-13:20 
Item 2:  Presentation of for or against arguments from each group nominated representative  
 (Strictly 15 minutes for nominated representative) 

10:05-10:20: Qantas 

• Name of nominated representative 

10:20-10:35: Australia Post Group 

• Name of nominated representative 

10:35-10:50: Gold Coast Airport Limited 

• Name of nominated representative 

10:50-11:20: ANACC reps - 2 

• Name of nominated representative Gold Coast Region 
• Name of nominated representative Tweed Heads Region 

11:20-11:35: CACG reps - 1 

• Name of nominated representative  

11:35-12:20: Local Business Associations: 
• Name of nominated representative - Murwillumbah District Business Chamber  
• Name of nominated representative - Gold Coast Central Chamber of Commerce  
• Name of nominated representative - Gold Coast North Chamber of Commerce  

12:20-12:50: State Government Representatives: 
• Laura Gerber MP, Member for Currumbin or Name of nominated representative 
• Geoffrey Keith PROVEST, CCM, FAIM, AICD, JP MP, Member for Tweed or Name of nominated 

representative 

12:50-13:20: Local Government Representatives: 
• Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate or Name of nominated representative 
• Tweed Heads Mayor Chris Cherry or Name of nominated representative 

13:20-13:35 
Item 3: Additional Final Remarks Based on all representations being made 
 (Strictly 1-2 minutes for nominated representative) 

13:35-13:45 
Item 4: Department Wrap-Up of for and against arguments and way forward 

 



From: Matthew Bender
To: Anthony Steinfort; Bill Pinkstone; Brad Pearce; Craig Dunstone ; David Gray; David Stani ; Glenn Nott; Guy

Proctor - Jetstar; Jacqui Cord; Jann Stuckey ; Jared Feehely; Jared Feehely; John Alcorn; John Hicks; John
Sweeney; Julie Murray; Justine Elliot; Karrlyne Johnson; Kate Frazer; Larry Woodland; Lindy Smith; Lucy
Ardern; Matthew Bender; NCIS Investigations; Nik Wahi; Pat Tate ; Paul Baker; Peter Barrett; Peter Long -
Air Gold Coast; Prema Lopez; Ronni Hoskisson; Sally Adsett; Sarah Wintzloff; Scott Stephens - Air Services;
Tania MacDonald; Val Kirk; Val Kirk

Subject: BAE 146 allocated curfew freight operations- Status update
Date: Friday, 11 March 2022 3:05:37 PM
Attachments: image928763.png
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Dear ANACC members,
 
Please see the below correspondence from The Dept. detailing the status of the
QANTAS/AusPost allocated in-curfew services at Gold Coast Airport.  
 
Qantas after hearing the views of the community in February 2022 submitted an amended
application to the Department. This application sought transition arrangements of the freight
service until the end of September 2022. This transition arrangement was proposed to enable
Qantas time to employee additional pilots to enable the service to be operated by two crews
outside the curfew period.
 
The department considered the revised application and decided to refuse a permit to Qantas in
relation to freight operations during the curfew at Gold Coast Airport. This decision was based on
the strong community opposition to the extension of the temporary service which put in place to
ensure business continuity while COIVD-19 restrictions were in place and the limited public
support from business owners. The need for the curfew movements to address the increasing
freight demand in the Gold Coast / Tweed region was not sufficient to outweigh community
opposition to the extension of the freight service. The decision will have the effect of returning
services to the pre-COVID-19 operating environment, where there were no freight movements
through the curfew period.
 
Regards,
 
 
 
Matthew Bender

Manager Airfield Operations & Standards
Gold Coast Airport

t: 07 5589 1264 | m: 0418 285 499
e: mbender@gcal.com.au | w: www.goldcoastairport.com.au
a: Level 1, Airport Central, 1 Eastern Ave, Bilinga, QLD 4225

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Gold Coast Airport Community Aviation Consultative Group (CACG) 

Meeting date:  24 March 2022 

 

Agenda paper from:  Lindy Smith, Gold Coast Airport (GCA) CACG member 

 

Subject:  GCA Curfew Regulation 
 

 

1.0   Recommendations 

It is recommended that: 

1. CACG note the community representative members appreciation to DITRDC for convening the 

meeting to discuss the issues relating to the freight movements during curfew at GCA, the 

opportunity given for public submissions, and the subsequent decision to refuse the Qantas 

application to continue its freight service during curfew.   

2. The Air Navigations (Gold Coast Airport Curfew) Regulations 2018 is promptly amended to 

prohibit air freighter movements within the curfew period, by deletion of sections 12 and 13. 

3. The CACG Chair write to the Deputy Prime Minister to convey these recommendations. 

 

2.0  Background 

The long-standing curfew in place at the GCA is highly valued by the surrounding Gold Coast and 

Tweed communities. The curfew arrangements are prescribed in the Air Navigation (Gold Coast 

Airport Curfew) Regulations 2018. 

 

The regulation that provides for four freighter movements per week within curfew (subject to 

assessment by DITRDC) was put in place 22/12/99 to facilitate weekend newspaper delivery to the 

Gold Coast from Sydney.  

 

The newspaper delivery service ceased 2005 and the provision for freighter movements had not 

been used since this time (15yrs) until the Qantas freighter service commenced 5/10/2020. Up to 

Oct. 2020 Qantas had been successfully moving the growth in freight by other arrangements. 

  

The DITRDC GCA Curfew Factsheet states, “on average there are 15 aircraft movements per month 

during curfew…to date no operators use these flights due to proximity of Brisbane Airport, which has 

no curfew and well established distribution facilities.” (pg.1/3)  

 

DITRDC convened an on-line meeting 2/2/22 on the Gold Coast Freight Permit for interested parties 

to discuss the issues relevant to a permit for four freighter movements during curfew.  

 

Following this meeting the GCA ANACC/CACG community members and those organisations they 

represent (9 groups) have joined together to address this matter. A community meeting was held 

15/2/22 at the Tugun Community Hall which was capacity attended under COVID provisions with the 

resolution of the meeting carried (1 against) – This meeting calls on Fed. Minister Barnaby Joyce to:  

1. Refuse any permissions to QANTAS (or other operators) after 1/4/22 for air freighter        

movements within curfew 



 

2 
 

2. Promptly amend the GCA Curfew Regulations to prohibit air freighter movements within 

curfew. 

 

After all the controversy with the QANTAS application we are now of the clear view that the current 

provision for four movements per week for air freight during curfew is outdated and no longer fit-

for-purpose and must be removed entirely.  

 

3.0   Issues 

The following issues outline the case supporting the amendment to the GCA Curfew Regulation to 

remove the provision for air freighter movements during curfew (deletion of sections 12 and 13): 

1. GCA is unlike other major airports across Australia in that it is landlocked within two regional 

cities and does not have a runway end directly over a water body or expansive open green 

fields which enable unfettered use of such runways. 

2. The curfew at GCA exists for very good and real reasons. The GCA is a busy, noisy, growing 
enterprise within two rapidly growing regional cities with high density populations under the 
flightpaths. Substantial increases in residential density are occurring in proximity to GCA and 
under flight paths as urban renewal sees old single dwellings replaced by multi-unit 
apartments and towers. Existing and new residents have a reasonable expectation that the 
intent and integrity of the curfew will be respected and upheld by DITRDC.  

3. The curfew is a long-established mechanism for balancing the needs for GCA operations with 

the health and well-being needs of residents to have an uninterrupted night’s sleep. The 

forecast growth of GCA aircraft movements and surrounding population affirms the need to 

strengthen the curfew rather than the compromising its key objective of providing a good, 

healthy sleep environment by facilitating four air freighter movements per week during 

curfew.  

4. The sleep disturbance and additional noise burden of these jet aircraft movements during 

curfew hours is a huge issue for the communities, both to the north and south of the GCA 

and there should be no provision that allows for trade-offs with such adverse impacts to the 

health and well-being of the communities. 

5. To add, as a key tourist destination there are also adverse economic impacts on the many 
local tourist/holiday accommodation businesses with the negative impact to the holiday 
experience. Also, to support the economic recovery and growth of local business and jobs 
we need to promote shop locally rather than on-line shopping flying in during curfew. 

6. Prudent and feasible alternatives exist for moving freight during the GCA curfew period by 
using the Brisbane Airport which is in close proximity and using the well-established 
distribution facilities and fast road transport in the early hours of the morning to link up to 
the Gold Coast – a one hour road journey only to major centres. There is also 17hrs outside 
the GCA curfew period to move freight. 

7. The Airservices NCIS noise complaints report presented at the ANACC meeting 17 June 2021 
noted that 38% of the complaints were due to curfew movements, with the majority about 
the QANTAS BAE-146 curfew movements, with residents advising of sleep disturbance. 

8. In 2018 the World Health Organisation prepared environmental guidelines that specifically 

recommended:  

“ For night noise exposure, the WHO strongly recommends reducing noise levels produced 

by aircraft during night time below 40 dB L
night

., as night-time aircraft noise above this level is 

associated with adverse effects on sleep. “ 

 

Based on the EASA Certification Noise Levels of aircraft noise the BAe 146 (300 Series) on 

approach - on runway centreline, 2000m from runway threshold, 120m altitude for a 
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typical 3-degree glideslope the EPNdB is 96dB which is many times louder than the WHO 

recommendation of 40 dB L
night. 

, at 5am in the morning. 

 
 

The GCA curfew is of significant public interest. Consultations with ANACC/CACG community 

representatives and the organisations represented, and wider community including local business 

operators indicate these concerns are shared by many. 

 

Over 2000 submissions to DITRDC were made via the online portal established by the Airport Curfew 

Alliance along with many other individual submissions objecting to the Qantas application for long-

term air freighter operations during curfew. A petition signed by hundreds seeking amendment of 

the GCA Curfew Regulations to prohibit air freighter movements within curfew has been conveyed 

to the Deputy Prime Minister. 

 

The adverse impacts on health and sleep disturbance from the burden of aircraft noise is well 

recognised by the International Civil Aviation and World Health Organisations and extensively 

documented. 

 

The adverse economic impact to property values from noise intrusion is also well recognised and 

documented. 

 

It is of critical importance there is equitable consideration of the need for operational constraints on 

GCA as it is landlocked within two growing regional cities. A balanced approach is required to uphold 

the health, well-being and liveability of neighbouring communities.  This means no freight flights 

during curfew, while reiterating there are 17 hours available outside the curfew period each day to 

move air freight. 

 

Of note is the National Aviation White Paper (16/12/09) which included long-term objectives - 

‘Reinforce the importance of minimising aviation’s negative impacts on the environment and 

communities’.  

 
4.0  Previous correspondence to Deputy Prime Minister 

The CACG Chair previously wrote to the Deputy Prime Minister on 13 December 2021 seeking (inter 

alia) that a similar proposed change to the Regulation be made. That request stated:  

“The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications (DITRDC) 

amend the Air Navigation (Gold Coast Airport Curfew) Regulations 2018 to specify that the four 

movements per week within the curfew period only be permitted in exceptional circumstances (and 

not to allow the establishment of long-term operations that completely compromise the intent of 

the curfew)”. 

 

Following the recent refusal of the Qantas application for air freighter flights during curfew it is now 

clear that sections 12 and 13 of the Regulation must be removed entirely. 

 

Residents and community groups have made it very clear they do not wish to be in a situation where 

every time an airline applies for an air freighter curfew exemption in the future, they need to rally to 

fight it. 
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